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^ Jialy i*m 


MEMOEANDUM FOR Tliffi- PRUSID-P^T 

SUBJECT: Stevl«t st»t«>a«»t wUh to teelr naiclAar prop«il«d 

''rocket" 3«.bssamYia«8 


. n th« in coanjataontla# Opon 

Attatyioey «|»fl9«h on tk«i accaaion of the i&t aa cfein g of the 

l/tstshali .^tl»m&]riae« st&lod "tiaM. tike hovie* Union 

also 1ms mtoleer suhmartnee armed, with powezfnl rocket* of vaiioue 
types attbmarinea not inferior fin spMb& to the i^merican Iwt 
faster. The Soviet Onion hae nmr# a»*l aot less of Hmm* la a word* 
the roqiiired nutnher. ‘ 

For aeverai years sow tae isaclil^nce Consmanity 'ha* 
estimated that the Soviets were engaged In a major program of 
constmoting noclear and baUistie taiselle sul«:m*'ls«Si the latter# 
we had eatimided, being b^h converdtonal and aeolear powered. 

■; -n IS Joly# in briefhag m» Stennia Freparedaeas 
Subconmaittee of the J\xmed Services Coxmnittee of the Senate# I 
sommarleed ^ view of the Ixdelt^ence Goxxmiimity with regard to 
the Soviet xmolear eebtoarinea program as toiiows : 


/ 7::^ f IS 
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‘There is stroiig evideace of aa e:d;«asive Soviet aaclear 

submariae buiidiag progratm. It I* estiiaated tluit about a half 

dossea unit® are now operational, based In the Murmansk area. 

The coxnbined building rate at Nortiiern and Far Eastern shin* 

yards is about seven year. In the future, some nuclear 

suluTjai'inea will probably carry missiles to be launched sub* 

merged, which we believe could become available In about 

two years. ‘ 

Further in discussing Soviet ballistic missile submarines 
both conventional or possibly nuclear poweree, 1 stated to the 
Subcommittee, "il e have recently identified a new class of long*range 
submarines designated H-clasa with sails resemMlng the G-class. " 

I added that this H*class of Soviet subznarines was apparently uncon* 
veatioaally propelled, possibly with a nuclear power plant. 

v‘ e have estimated that the uresent ballistic missiles 
carried by both the conventional and the nuclear oowered submarines 
would probably now have a zaaiximum range up to 3 SO nautical miles 
and woiiid have to be launched while the aulnnarine was on the sur&.ce. 
Ubservations indicate that the H-class submarines which is aupar* 
ently their first nuclear powered class, are probably somewhat 
smaller than the 0. ii. Polaris Submarines, approximately Z50 * 290 
feet in length. During our Navy's observation.^ of them their speed 
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did not exceed about 13 knots. Other intelligence indicates that later 

?>©vi«t nuclear submarine could be larger and taster. 

rtr a sverai years we have estimated that &e Soviet Union 

would not maiks any announcement about tbair nuclear submarines 

until they were able to unveil a substantial number of i^hem. This 

is apparently what they are now preparing to do. 


IV, DUJL1.JES 
‘i sector 


AWD/ji 

Orig - Brig. Gen. Chester V. Clifton 
Military Aide to the President 
1 - General Maxwell D. Taylor 
1 - DCl-^ 

1 - DDCI 
1 DDI 
1 - AD/SI 
1 - ER 
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